TCEQ Water Quality Advisory Work Group (WQAWG)
Stakeholder Meeting
October 14, 2025 @ 1:30 PM
Building F, Room 2210

Meeting Summary

Moderator:										Gregg Easley
Welcome and Introductions

Permitting Program Updates:
Phase II MS4 General Permit Applications and Annual Reports			Rebecca Villalba
· This general permit regulates stormwater discharges from Phase II or small MS4s located in regulated urban areas with a population of 50,000 or more. It was renewed on August 15, 2024.
· Deadline for submittal of renewal or new applications was Feb. 11, 2025.
· Applications submitted electronically via the Texas NeT-MS4 application system developed by EPA.
· Denial (as a Notice of Deficiency) 
· If you receive notification from the NeT-MS4 system that your application was denied, you will need to address TCEQ’s comments and resubmit your application. 
· Will appear as new NOI submittal in NeT-MS4. 
· Denial 
· Incorrect application type 
· Unsatisfactory Compliance History Rating 
· Outstanding fees/unpaid delinquent fees
· Waiver eligibility is not met for population criteria or MS4 discharges to water body with an approved TMDL with stormwater controls.
· Approval 
· You will receive confirmation from the NeT-MS4 system that your application has been approved.
· The letter and certificate will be sent automatically as an email from the NeT-MS4 system.
· Status of Applications 
· NOIs Approved: 145 
· Submitted (On Hold): 489
· NOIs Currently Reviewing: 126
· NOIs cannot access due to NeT-MS4 issues: 36
· Once Approved: Begin implementation of renewed/new authorization and their 2024 SWMP and the associated BMPs. Begin tracking and measuring activities/BMPs.
· Changes to information in the NOI or Waiver after receiving approval can be made by submitting a Notice of Change (NOC) through the NeT-MS4 system. 
· Reporting Period – Calendar Year (January 1 – December 31)
· 2019 General Permit Cycle: Year ends when you receive approval of your renewal application
· 2024 General Permit Cycle: Year 1 starts when you receive approval of your renewal or new application 
· Annual Reports
· The development of the Annual Report Module in the Texas NeT-MS4 system has been paused by EPA since April 2025 due to limited resources.  
· Unknown when EPA will resume the development.
· Annual reports under the 2024 permit term will not be submitted electronically until further notice is provided by TCEQ.
· 2019 General Permit Cycle: continue to report via paper hard copy using the 2019 annual report template until your renewal application is approved by TCEQ.
· 2024 General Permit Cycle: continue to report via paper hard copy using the updated 2024 annual report template. 
· Duly Authorized Representatives (DAR) may be designated in Net-MS4 to sign annual reports
· Must meet the requirements of 30 TAC § 305.128 Signatories to Report

Revisions to the Procedures to Implement the Texas Surface Water		Peter Schaefer
Quality Standards

Items that have been revised:
· pH screening procedures for certain entities that discharge directly to a classified segment.
· Procedures for Reasonable Potential Analysis for whole effluent toxicity testing has been revised and included in this IPs revision.
· Updates to federally listed threatened and endangered species.  Inclusion of newly listed species (mussels, salamanders, minnows) and removal of de-listed species (snake, bird)
· Updates to critical low-flow (7Q2) and harmonic mean (HM) flow data for classified segments.
· Updates to classified segment ambient water quality values.
· Updates to Minimum Analytical Levels (MALs).
· Toxic pollutants without criteria – lipid correction factor no longer needed
· Temporary Standards
· Bacteria- Revise Evaluating Impacts on Water Quality chapter, to include criteria for primary contact recreation (PCR) 1 and 2, secondary contact recreation (SCR) 1 and 2, and noncontact recreation (NCR). This revision is necessary to address recreation use categories and bacteria criteria updates in the TSWQS.
· Revise the definitions of Method Detection Limit (MDL) and Minimum Analytical Level (MAL). These revisions are necessary to match the definitions in the current TSWQS.
· Clarify adoption process and requirements for reevaluation of temporary standards. These revisions are necessary to address changes to the TSWQS associated with the new Federal Water Quality Standards Rule (40 CRF Part 131).
· General updates, corrections, and format changes.
· update terms for consistent use throughout the document;
· title (or retitle) and sequentially number all tables, figures, and equations, as well as define all equation variables clearly; and
· other non-substantive grammar and organizational revisions to improve readability.
 
IP Revisions timeline. Putting finishing touches on Appendix B (Threatened and Endangered species) and waiting on management direction regarding Appendix E.  Once those two items are addressed, the plan is to move forward with EPA notification, Agenda proposal, public notice with comment period and finally adoption.
Notify EPA – date pending
Proposal at Commissioners Agenda – date pending
Publish Public Notice with 30 day comment period – date pending
Adoption – date pending


General Permit Updates:
Multi-Sector General Permit (TXR050000) 2026 Renewal				Jesse Gress-Alamilla
· This general permit regulates stormwater discharges from industrial activities and expires on August 14, 2026.
· TCEQ has initiated the 2026 renewal of the general permit and is currently in the proposal phase of the general permit renewal process.
· Please note, this renewal is to address the expiration of the general permit and is separate from the amendment to the MSGP effective May 7, 2025, as mentioned earlier.
· TCEQ held a Stakeholder meeting to discuss the upcoming renewal on November 6, 2024, and received comments from stakeholders until November 20, 2024.
· On May 21, 2025, TCEQ sent the draft MSGP to EPA for their 90-day review. On August 18, 2025, TCEQ received a response letter from EPA with approval to proceed with the issuance of the draft general permit without comments or revisions.
· Major Proposed Changes include:
· Moved the tables listing the regulated SIC codes and North American Industrial Classification System (NAICS) codes from Part II of the 2021 MSGP to Appendix A. This change will allow the reader to access the permit requirements immediately instead of scrolling through over 70 pages of tables.
· The 2017 NAICS codes were updated in 2022 by the NAICS Association. TCEQ updated the SIC/NAICS codes tables to reflect these changes in the MSGP.
· Removed SIC code 1231 for Anthracite Mining from Sector H and the SIC/NAICS codes tables because it is not applicable in Texas. The Occupational Health and Safety Administration’s SIC Manual description of this SIC code only includes facilities located in Pennsylvania.
· Clarified in Part II.D.9 that applications must be submitted to any municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) receiving discharges whether the MS4 is regulated by TCEQ or not.
· Added in Part II.A the option for preparing and maintaining an electronic SWP3 for consistency with the Construction General Permit No. TXR150000. 
· Added in Part II.D.2(b) that substantially similar outfalls may not be established for Water Quality Monitoring Requirements of Part III.B.4
· Changed six benchmark values based on data collected and analyzed during the current permit term:
· Sector C: Lowered Phosphorus from 1.25 milligrams per liter (mg/L) to 0.78 mg/L.
· Sectors K and S: Lowered Ammonia Nitrogen from 1.7 mg/L to 1.0 mg/L
· Sectors C, E-H, L, M-O, Q, and AA: Lowered Iron from 1.3 mg/L to 1.0 mg/L.
· Sector K: Lowered Cyanide from 0.02 mg/L to 0.01 mg/L.
· Sectors C, G, J, U, and AA: Lowered Nitrate+Nitrite Nitrogen from 0.68 mg/L to 0.60 mg/L.
· Sectors A, C, F, H, N, Q, Y, and AA:  Lowered Zinc from 0.16 mg/L to 0.12 mg/L.
· Added the definition of High-Level Radioactive Waste in Part I, added Part II.B.17 to include the provision to prohibit authorization of discharges associated with the operation of a facility that is licensed for the storage of high-level radioactive waste by the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission (USNRC) under 10 CFR Part 72 based on Texas Health Code, §401.0525. This revision implements House Bill 7 from the second special session of the 87th Legislature, 2021. 
· As a result of House Bill 4112 from the 89th Legislative Session, we have revised the MSGP to also include the prohibition of discharges associated with the operation of a facility that is licensed for the disposal of high-level radioactive. TCEQ sent the revised draft MSGP to EPA to include this additional change as a result of state legislation. 
· The general permit is scheduled for public notice and 30-day public comment on November 14 to December 15, 2025. 
· The notice will be published in the Houston Chronicle and Texas Register. 
· NOTE: Due to the approval of the MSGP by EPA without comments or revisions, we have moved the public comment period from the previously announced period in January 2026. 
· A public meeting is tentatively scheduled for December 15, 2025, and will be held in the TCEQ Austin HQs Agenda Room. 
· The public meeting will consist of formal presentation of the general permit requirements and changes. The second half of the public meeting will open up the opportunity for attendees to submit oral comments to the general permit. 
· Comments received in writing during the comment period and orally in the public meeting allows the public to ask for further clarification of permit requirements. This may result in potential changes needed in the permit or further elaboration of general permit requirements.  

Aquaculture General Permit (TXG130000)						Shannon Gibson
TCEQ is proposing to renew and amend the Aquaculture General Permit No. TXG130000, which authorizes discharges from an aquaculture facility or a related aquaculture activity. The renewal will replace the current permit when it expires on April 18, 2026.
EPA reviewed the draft permit package and provided approval in a letter dated May 27, 2025. We anticipate the notice of the proposed general permit will be published in the Texas Register and the Houston Chronicle this upcoming August.
Significant changes to the general permit include:
· Revise the definition of wastewater to include water from the washdown, cleaning, and flushing of sorters and tumblers, types of processing equipment now commonly used in oyster mariculture.
· Revise Part III to allow level V facilities (i.e., oyster maricultures) to clean system components in or over water in the state.
Notice was published in the HOuston Chronicle and Texas Register on August 22, 2025 and a public meeting was held and the comment period closed at the end of the day on September 22, 2025.

Evaporation Pond General Permit (WQG100000)
TCEQ renewed and amended the Evaporation Pond General Permit No. WQG100000, which authorizes disposal of wastewater from industrial or water treatment facilities by evaporation adjacent to water in the state. The renewal was adopted at Commissioner’s Agenda on August 6, 2025, and took effect on September 15, 2025. Existing permittees have 90 days from the effective date to submit a Notice of Intent under the reissued permit.

Conventional Water Treatment Plant General Permit (TXG640000)
TCEQ renewed and updated the Conventional Water Treatment Plant General Permit No. TXG640000, which authorizes the discharge of wastewater generated as a result of convention water treatment at water treatment facilities. The renewal was adopted at Commissioner’s Agenda on September 10, 2025, and took effect on October 12, 2025. Existing permittees have 90 days from the effective date to submit a Notice of Intent under the reissued permit.

Concrete Batch General Permit (TXG110000)
TCEQ is proposing to renew the Concrete Batch General Permit, TXG110000, which Authorizes discharges from ready-mixed concrete plants, concrete products plants, and their associated facilities. The amendment with renewal will replace the current permit when it expires on November 7, 2026. The draft permit was sent to EPA for their 90-day review on 10/10/2025. 
Pesticides General Permit (TXG870000)						Brian Sierant 
TCEQ is proposing to renew and amend the pesticides general permit authorizing the application of pesticides into or over, including near, waters of the U.S. for the control of:
· mosquito and other insect pests
· vegetation and algae pests
· animal pests
· area-wide pests, and
· forest canopy pests
There are some changes to the permit to where it has been amended for consistency with the EPA NPDES Pesticides General Permit, to require Level IA Operators to:
· document visual evaluation and additional monitoring of treatment area,
· keep pre- and post-application records of visual evaluation, and
· sign the pesticide discharge management plan in accordance with 30 Texas Administrative Code §305.44.
On June 5, 2025, the draft permit was sent to EPA for their review. On August 20, 2025, TCEQ received a no objection letter from EPA with approval to proceed with the issuance of the draft general permit.

Currently, there are 17 facilities authorized under the existing general permit by NOI submittal comprising of Cities, Counties, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the Trinity Bay Conservation District.
 
The anticipated Public Notice Date will be January 23, 2026 with an anticipated comment period to be from January 23, 2026 to February 23, 2026, and the Anticipated Adoption Date is estimated to be in October of 2026.

Rule Updates:
Design Criteria Rules – Proposed 30 TAC Chapters 217 and 222			Shannon Gibson
Amendment
TCEQ is currently making revisions to the design criteria requirements for wastewater treatment systems in 30 TAC Chapter 217. 
· WQD held a kickoff meeting in November 2020, and we received initial comments for consideration from stakeholders in November 2021.
· Stakeholder meetings were held on:
· January 23, 2023 – Collection systems and alternative collection systems
· February 13,2023 – Activated Sludge
· March 13, 2023 – Disinfection and Safety
· April 24, 2023 - Preliminary treatment, natural treatment units, sludge processing, and subsurface drip irrigation
· June 5, 2023 – Completed draft revisions
· April 25, 2024 – Completed draft revisions (Spanish)
· Comments from each of these stakeholder meetings will be considered.
· The proposed revisions that our division-level engineers are currently working on include:
· making changes to Subchapter C for collections system requirements, particularly expanding the section on reclaimed water distribution systems
· updating the emergency power requirements for critical components of both the collection systems and the wastewater treatment facilities
· adding new requirements for nutrient removal
· moving Chapter 222, subchapter D for SADDS to Chapter 217 as new subchapter I, and repealing Chapter 222, subchapter D


Questions & Answers								Gregg Easley

Announcements:
· The next WQAWG Meeting will be held on January 13, 2026 @ 1:30 pm (location TBA)

· TCEQ will host the biennial Water Quality/Stormwater Seminar on October 21, 2025 at the J.J. Pickle Research Campus. For additional details, including a tentative agenda, see the seminar webpage at https://www.tceq.texas.gov/p2/events/stormwater.html.
